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WHY CONNECTICUT | WORKFORCE 1

Your highly educated and highly productive workforce

#18          top public
university in U.S.

#3       best university 
(public or private)

#1       public regional 
college (north)

1U.S. Census Bureau, 2015, The World Bank, 2015; 2U.S. Census Bureau;  
3National Science Foundation, 2016; 4U.S. News & World Report. 2017

Smart, resourceful employees who think big and work hard. 
Those are the characteristics of the talent pool Connecticut 
can offer you. Whether they’re raised here or drawn here to 
attend one of our 40 colleges and universities, you’ll find our 
workforce well-educated and highly industrious. In fact, if 
Connecticut were a country, we’d be the sixth most productive 
in the world—ahead of Germany, Japan and Hong Kong.1 

How we can meet your immediate needs
Connecticut has experienced employees and recent grads 
ready to meet your needs now—and as they evolve. 
Compared to the national average, we have nearly 50% more 
adults with bachelor’s degrees or above. We also rank:

• #3 in the U.S. for master’s degrees (adults 25+)2

• #6 in the U.S. for science and engineering doctorates3

in the workforce (30% higher than the national average).

The Stamford and Hartford regions are also able to tap into 
the broader talent pools of neighboring NY and MA.

# of Workers per Field CT MA NY

Business, Management  116,730 36,750 350,960

Engineering 33,150 8,120 65,040

Computer Sciences/Math 49,220 11,340 177,680

Legal 13,600 2,500 86,910

Business/Financial 92,470 26,760 407,610

Administration 262,860 90,720 1,053,800

How we can meet your ongoing needs
Priming your talent pipeline is our exceptional K-12 school 
system—ranked #4 in the country.4 In a recent Grade 
12 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
Connecticut outperformed all states in reading and was 
among the top-performing states in mathematics.

We also have the nation’s only unified technical high school 
system—with 20 schools across the state.

And as early as kindergarten, we’re already preparing your 
future programmers. We’re integrating coding into all our 
K-12 classrooms, including for special needs students. In
fact, our legislators and educators came together to make
coding and computer science a statutory requirement for all
K-12 curricula—and to provide teachers the support they need
to integrate coding into everyday student life.

 Beyond our own well-prepared high school grads, our highly 
ranked colleges and universities also attract more than 
12,000 international students from across the country and 
around the globe.  

What further differentiates our universities, though, is 
how collaboratively they work with our employers to tailor 
curricula that are responsive to their specific workforce needs. 

COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITY: 
Amazon Chair at UCONN 
The University of Connecticut—recently ranked by Tech 
Insider as one of the top computer science and engineering 
schools in the Northeast—is ready to support Amazon’s 
need for talent.

•  The UCONN School of Business could create an Amazon
Chair for Business and Data Analytics to lead an
expanded department—with classrooms and professors 
located in the immediate vicinity of the Amazon campus.

•  The UCONN Engineering School will also work with
Amazon engineers and technology experts to facilitate 
research and development in digital media, cybersecurity
and other areas.

•  UCONN could also tailor other naming opportunities for
Amazon, including naming our School of Engineering,
our new hockey arena or our new Innovation
Partnership Center.

Of course, our employers also recruit from the many leading 
institutions in neighboring New York, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. There are more than 300 colleges within 
a two-hour drive of Connecticut, including Harvard, MIT, 
Brown, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Columbia and 
Northeastern. 

in the U.S.  
for percentage 

of employees 
with advanced 

degrees2

#3 #5         in the
U.S. for the 
productivity  
of the labor
force2

*Note: MA reflects the Springfield and Worcester areas. 
NY reflects Hudson Valley, Long Island and New York City. 
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Connecticut is the kind of place your employees will want to 
work—because it’s the kind of place they’ll love to live. 

Our quality of life is consistently ranked among the top  
states in the country. For example, Forbes recently ranked 
us #5—thanks to our low crime and poverty rates, our 
healthy population and the quality of our public schools.

More value for your money
Better still, your employees will find this exceptional quality 
of life simply costs less in Connecticut compared to other 
Northeast cities. Whether they prefer an urban or suburban 
lifestyle, your employees will get more house/apartment for 
their money—and pay less for their daily expenses. 

Great place to raise a family
Connecticut ranks among the nation’s top 10 best places 
to raise a family—thanks to its combination of exceptional 
public schools, among the nation’s lowest crime rates, 
lower costs of child care, quality healthcare and housing 
affordability.2

Top-ranked educational system
Connecticut has a legacy of excellent public schools and 
offers a wide array of top public and private school choices. 
Last year’s NEA Teacher of the Year was from Connecticut—
just one example of the many dedicated educators that are 
so characteristic of our exceptional school systems.

Among the nation’s healthiest states
Given that we have the nation’s 6th most doctors and the 
5th most dentists per capita, it’s no surprise that Connecticut 
residents are in good health. Connecticut also has one of the 
lowest obesity rates in America.5

Easy access to a diverse array of activities
Wherever your employees live in Connecticut, they will  
never be far from the coast or the country. At CTvisit.com, 
you’ll find more on the state’s dynamic blend of natural and 
cultural activities, historic and contemporary attractions, and 
relaxing and active options. 

Our spectacular foliage attracts visitors from around the 
world. But each of our four seasons offers an array of 
distinctive experiences—on the water as well as on land.

Just a few hours away are the rest of New England’s and 
New York’s many assets—from world-class ski resorts in 
New Hampshire or Vermont and the historic communities 
of Boston and Cape Cod to the never-sleep activities of New 
York City. 

WHY CONNECTICUT | QUALITY OF LIFE 2

Cost of housing:  
65% lower than Manhattan 

Cost of living: 
11-42% lower than Boston/NYC1

Your higher quality of life and lower cost of living 

#1  longest river in New England

2,000 miles of hiking and bike
paths, including 51 miles of the 
Appalachian Trail

#1 largest maritime museum in
the U.S. (Mystic Seaport, Mystic, CT)

5 Tony Award-winning regional
producing theaters

101 state parks and pristine lakes
and ponds of all sizes

#1 trout fishing in New England,
attracting fly fishing enthusiasts 
from around the world

18 world-class museums on the
Connecticut Art Trail, including the 
nation’s oldest art museum

36 craft breweries (and growing
daily!) on the CT Beer Trail and 25 
wineries on the CT Wine Trail 

250 miles of scenic coastline, with
easy access to swimming, boating, 
kayaking, paddleboarding

#4 

#3 

          for top high schools in the nation  
(48 CT public high schools recognized  
for excellence)3

          for college readiness; for educational 
attainment; for highest AP exam scores; 
and for highest average ACT scores4     

1Council for Community and Economic Research, 2016. 2WalletHub, 2017. 3U.S. News & World Report, 2017, 
4U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 2015, 5United Health Foundation, 2016.
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WHY CONNECTICUT | OUR SHARED VALUES

Our focus on the community
Just one of the many social issues Connecticut has made a 
concerted effort to tackle is homelessness. In fact, we’ve been 
able to reduce the number of homeless who haven’t been 
offered support to less than 100 individuals. 

Connecticut is also leading the nation in criminal justice 
reform, which in turn is driving safer communities and better 
lifelong outcomes for ex-offenders. We have successfully 
transitioned from a penal system to a correctional one, while 
fostering a second-chance society.

We look forward to working closely with Amazon to align your 
passions with our community’s needs so that together we  
can leverage big ideas to make an even bigger difference in 
our communities—and in the world.

Our passion for invention
We think Amazon will feel right at home in still revolutionary 
Connecticut. Fueled by Yankee ingenuity and stick-to-
itiveness, Connecticut residents and businesses have 
long been at the forefront of innovation on land, sea and 
air—from the invention of the world’s first submarine and 
helicopter to the fuel cell that powered NASA’s first space suit. 

 
 

Supporting these inventors is a unique collaboration 
across funders. State-funded programs like our $60 million 
Manufacturing Innovation Fund are complemented by public/
private ventures like Connecticut Innovations—offering 
financing and support for growing, innovative companies.

Our commitment to equity and inclusivity
Connecticut is an inclusive, welcoming environment. Nearly 
16% of our population is Latino, 14% are immigrants and 12% 
African-American. More than 20% of our residents speak a 
language other than English. And when other states shut their 
doors to refugees, Connecticut welcomed these families with 
open arms and supported them so they could thrive.

Connecticut has always been a champion of civil rights. In 
1991, it passed a comprehensive anti-discrimination law 
concerning sexual orientation, then expanded that law to 
cover gender identity or expression in 2011. 

In 2005, while many states were using constitutional 
amendments to prohibit marriage equality, Connecticut 
stepped forward as the second state to create civil unions. 
Then in 2010, we transitioned to full marriage equality. 

 
Our leadership in sustainability
Connecticut has been ranked #6 in the nation for energy 
efficiency3 and was named the 5th greenest state by 
WalletHub. Here are just a few of the reasons why:

• Connecticut was a founding member of the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) —the nation’s first multi-
state cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emissions.

• We created the nation’s first green bank to leverage private 
capital to finance energy upgrades—resulting in $1+ billion 
invested in our clean energy economy in the past five years.  

• The State of Connecticut passed legislation to create  
Energy Improvement Districts that allow for innovative 
energy production from the construction of microgrids and 
fuel cells to solar and wind energy.

3

Sharing your passion for invention and focus on community

Just a few of the things invented here in Connecticut...

#4 in the U.S. for private R&D 
investment per capita—twice 
the national average1

#7 in the U.S. for patents per 
capita—39% more than the  
national average2

 

#2 state to recognize civil 
unions for same-sex couples; early 

adopter of full marriage equality

#2 for gender equality

First helicopter  
flight (1939)

First nuclear-
powered 
submarine  
(1954)

ESPN launch  
of new era in  
sports media 
(1974)

Invention of  
the hamburger
(1895)

1Bloomberg, 2016; U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 2015; 2U.S. Census Bureau, 2015, CERC 
calculations; 3American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, 2017

First sewing 
machine 
(1864)

Pratt & Whitney 
invention of energy-
efficient Geared 
Turbofan Engine 
(2016)
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Boys & Girls  
Club founded
in Hartford 
(1860)

http://www.advancingmanufacturingct.com
http://ctinnovations.com
http://ctgreenbank.com/
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Close to your customers and connected to the world

Your new headquarters in Connecticut can serve as your 
strategic, cost-effective Northeast hub. Here you’ll be closer 
to millions more of your customers—given that Connecticut is 
within 500 miles of one-third of the total U.S. population and 
two-thirds of the total Canadian population. 

That proximity is being optimized by the state’s bold multi-
modal, multi-billion-dollar transportation infrastructure 
investment strategy—Let’s Go CT! This 30-year, $100 billion 
plan will improve highways, bridges, airports, rail and bus 
systems, freight and ports. Work is already underway on 
34 projects around the state. We would welcome your 
partnership in shaping those plans.

Strong current transportation system
Connecting a regional talent pool to Connecticut is a robust 
network of major highways, commuter rail, Amtrak services 
and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes.

 
A choice of convenient airports
Not only are Connecticut’s site options within 45 minutes of 
an international airport, there are six airports in close proximity. 
 

Corporate travel is also easy with more than 60 airstrips for 
private planes and helipads.

 

 
Ranked #2 in broadband connections
Connecticut is one of the top two most well-connected states 
in the country. Our Connecticut Education Network offers 
broadband connectivity at a very competitive cost. Virtually all 
businesses/residents have access to high-speed networking. 

With more than 400 locations and 19 resilient core locations, 
access to the 400+ Gbps network is always nearby and always 
on. It exceeds the most intensive education research and 
industry demands for networking. 

Interconnected shipping by highway,  
rail and deepwater ports
Connecticut’s interconnected ports, railways and highways 
expedite the transportation of goods as well as people. The 
state has three deepwater ports—and a commitment from 
the Connecticut Port Authority to continue investing in those 
ports—making it ideal for national and international exports. 

 

Within 500 miles of 
Connecticut is…

1/3 of the U.S. 
Population
Gross Domestic Product
Total Jobs
Businesses

2/3 of the Canadian
Population
Total Jobs
Businesses1

1U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2017; CERC calculations. 
Statistics Canada; Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada; CERC calculations

Bradley International (CT)
LaGuardia International (NY)
JFK International (NY)
Logan International (MA)
Newark Liberty International (NJ)
Westchester County (NY)

COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITY: 
Connecticut Airport Authority
The Connecticut Airport Authority is eager to work with 
you and the 15 airlines that fly out of Bradley International 
to explore options for adding direct service to your other 
major cities. We’re prepared to invest in developing 
facilities at Bradley to support your air delivery and 
logistics operations. 
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best airport in the U.S. 
by Conde Nast, 2017.

Bradley International 
Airport ranked #5

http://www.transformct.info
https://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2014-11-24/the-best-and-worst-airports-in-america-readers-choice-awards-2014/6
http://www.ct.gov/cen/site/default.asp
http://ctportauthority.com
http://www.bradleyairport.com


WHY CONNECTICUT | IDEAL SITE OPTIONS 5

Two headquarters sites for your consideration

Site Requirements Quantity/Unit Greater Stamford

Building Requirements Quantity/Unit Greater Stamford

Proximity to population center Within 30 miles 9 million 1.9 million

Proximity to 45 minutes LGA (45 min), JFK (55 min), BDL (18 min) 
international airport EWR (75 min)

Proximity to major highways 1-2 miles I-95 bisects proposed campus I-84 (East/West); I-91 (North/South)
Route 2 toward coast

Access to mass transit At site Stamford Transportation Center CTfastrak bus at site 
within campus 15-minute walk to rail

Initial square foot requirement 500K SF Three fully vacant buildings  560K SF Class A riverfront office  
totaling more than 1.3 MM SF tower + 135K SF employee 
available immediately amenity space to suit Amazon’s specs

Total square foot requirement Up to 8MM SF 14 parcels, including existing Available sites on both sides of the 
buildings and development sites,  river owned by a small number of 
centered within 1/2 mile of  experienced and committed 
Stamford Transportation Center developers

Greater Hartford

Greater Hartford

Greater Stamford
Stamford is a AAA-rated, innovative city that is more than 
10 years into a master-planned redevelopment centered 
around transit and replete with amenities. Leveraging our 
proximity to New York City, we are able to draw from a rich 
pool of talent while providing our businesses and residents 
with a high quality of life and lower cost of living. Greater 
Stamford stands ready to offer Amazon prime real estate with 
the supporting infrastructure in place to create the walkable, 
sustainable, Live / Work / Play / Learn urban campus it wants.

Greater Hartford
Greater Hartford, named by the Brookings Institution as one 
of only 19 “Knowledge Capitals” in the world, offers Amazon 
a unique riverfront HQ2. Bridging the banks of the beautiful 
Connecticut River, this site offers a move-in-ready, two-
tower Class A office building PLUS an adjacent smaller office 
building that can be developed to provide whatever amenities 
are most important to Amazon’s employees—daycare, cafes, 
gyms, dog parks and more. Help us reinvent green living in an 
urban environment.

 CONFIDENTIAL
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The City of Stamford can fulfill both your immediate and long-term campus needs—with a vibrant and still-growing 
neighborhood. This Live / Work / Play / Learn area has been transformed by our decision more than ten years ago 
to redevelop the Stamford Downtown and South End as part of a planned multiyear effort to address the evolving 
needs of businesses and the ever-changing workforce. This neighborhood, located in our eclectic South End and 
transit-rich community, includes the infrastructure and amenities demanded by businesses and workers alike and 
required by Amazon for its second headquarters. Our availability of prime, ready-to-use and approved-to-build  
real estate—controlled by a small cadre of experienced owners—allows us to fulfill your needs in an expedited  
yet high-quality manner.

Stamford is well-positioned to meet your every need. Our city offers proximity to the New York labor market and 
world-class Northeast universities; convenient access to local, regional, national and international transportation; 
a thriving yet relatively inexpensive place to do business and, above all, a high quality of life for our residents and 
workers. We are excited to explore what is possible and to add you to our community.

GREATER STAMFORD | SITE OVERVIEW 6

LIVE WORK PLAY LEARN

Greater Stamford: Primed and Ready

 CONFIDENTIAL
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Your 24/7 urban campus opportunity
Your walkable urban campus
Stamford is uniquely positioned to offer you the Live / Work 
/ Play / Learn urban campus that is so important to today’s 
workforce. We have identified 14 closely connected sites 
stretching from the Stamford Central Business District to Long 
Island Sound, all with tremendous access to transportation, 
supporting amenities and surrounding municipalities.

This unique campus footprint provides you with a walkable, 
bike-friendly urban headquarters of over 8 million SF. Our 
state-of-the-art urban office space comes at a significant 
discount when compared to other Northeast urban options. 
Estimated rents would range from $45 to $65 PSF gross with 
new construction hard costs estimated from $200 to $400 
PSF. Amazon can determine its optimal lease-versus-own mix.

Ready to meet all phases of your needs
Phase 1: available immediately. At present,
1.3 million SF of existing office space is available for your use 
in three fully vacant Class A buildings within close proximity to 
the Stamford Transportation Center. You would be the sole 
tenant in each building—enhancing the security profile and 
privacy of your initial space.

Phase 2: available soon. Within two years, an
additional 885,000 SF would be made available in buildings 
within walking distance of your Phase 1 space. This includes:

• a brand-new 385,000 SF office built adjacent to the 
Stamford Transportation Center, for which full approvals
are in place, that could break ground immediately

• another 500,000 SF from an existing Class A multi-tenant 
building that will become fully vacant in the near-term

Phase 3: ready for expansion. As you grow to 50,000
employees, the city and private sector stand ready to provide 
the space you need to expand.

Within your campus footprint, nine development parcels have 
been identified on which nearly 6 million SF of office space 
can be built and would include the amenities required to 
support your growth.

14 parcels, including existing buildings and 
development sites, centered around a major 
regional train station, with highway access

Please refer to the supporting website for 
additional information on Stamford’s HQ2 
submission, including an interactive map of 
your campus and supporting amenities.

Streamlined negotiation process
With just a handful of private real estate developers and the 
State controlling the entirety of the sites identified for your 
use, we have arranged for a single negotiator to represent 
the developers. This arrangement will greatly simplify the 
logistics of planning and constructing your master-planned 
campus, the benefits of which cannot be overstated.

 CONFIDENTIAL
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A head start for your development
Since 2002, the revitalization of Stamford’s Downtown and 
South End has transformed the city into a real alternative to 
New York City for residential and corporate relocation. The 
new residential construction in the Stamford Downtown area 
has brought a stability and rebirth to downtown and allowed 
for a master plan that supported the construction of the 
former industrial South End. 

Once an abandoned industrial site, the 100-acre LEED Gold-
ND master-planned development is now a thriving Live / 
Work / Play / Learn community. Recent development includes 
more than 3,000 residential units and more than 1 million 
SF of commercial space. Redevelopment efforts include 
rehabilitation of 500,000 SF of historic structures, and the 
addition of a new charter school serving children regardless 
of income or circumstance. This neighborhood contains over 
65 acres of public park space and boasts a new waterfront 
boardwalk, four marinas and a new Hinckley boatyard. 

This massive redevelopment, the product of a collaborative 
partnership between the local government and the private 
sector, included significant investment in infrastructure across

the entire site. As such, the remaining undeveloped parcels 
for your campus come already equipped with underground 
utilities and fiber connectivity, thus limiting the cost and time 
required to deliver your custom office space. 

Zoning needs: covered
The Stamford Master Plan and Zoning provide for high floor 
area ratio densities and flexibility in building form in the 
core areas of the city. Zoning approvals, even for large-scale 
development projects, are generally secured within two to 
four months and, since 2010, more than 97% of applications 
have been approved. City zoning staff have expertise in 
working with complex development projects and developing 
customized land-use solutions.

Connectivity needs: covered
Internet: World-class high-speed dark fiber connectivity 
(10G) was installed to facilitate Stamford’s financial and 
tech industries, including digital media, cybersecurity and 
quantitative hedge funds. Of the initial 1.3 million SF available 
for your use, dark fiber capacity exists for nearly 90%. 
Extensive empty conduit pathways were planned for  
and installed throughout the region to support the addition  
of fiber and the expansion of present capacity. Because of  
this, your entire 8MM square-foot campus could be lit  
up for minimal cost.

Wireless: Our city is covered by all major carriers and is 
committed to 5G coverage throughout by year end 2018. 
Moreover, much of your campus is already covered by free 
WiFi, and we are in the process of installing wireless POPs  
with 1GB speed throughout all of our parks. This initiative 
would be extended to cover your entire campus.

Critical business continuity
All power and utilities for your campus are located 
underground, thus minimizing the risk of power loss. When 
Superstorm Sandy struck the area, your campus district,  
unlike most other metropolitan areas, did not experience  
any power loss. 

Your campus is located within Stamford’s Energy 
Improvement District, which allows for microgrids, fuel cells 
and solar and wind energy generation. This allows for a multi-
faceted approach for your business continuity planning and 
energy reduction goals.

Your solid foundation: more than 10 years in the making

   Stamford’s South End in 2008

   Stamford’s South End in 2017
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GREATER STAMFORD | TALENT & ENVIRONMENT

How we’ll meet your immediate needs
Stamford lies on the border of Fairfield and Westchester 
counties and is part of the NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical 
Area (“CSA”), which is home to 23.7 million people. There are 
over 9 million people living within a 30-mile radius of our 
city, including the nearby thriving communities of Norwalk, 
Greenwich, Rye, New Rochelle and White Plains. 

Stamford draws from a world-class talent pool given its 
proximity to New York City, which offers us unparalleled  
access to a wealth of professionals in your key fields.

How we’ll meet your ongoing needs
Our prime location between New York and New Haven 
allows our employers to attract graduates from prestigious 
universities such as Yale, Columbia, NYU, Cornell Tech and 
the University of Connecticut. Further, our nine Fortune 1000 
companies (including four Fortune 500) provide a rich pool of 
local executive talent. 

COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITY: 
Amazon Educational Partnership
Stamford and Connecticut are dedicated to partnering 
with a top regional university to invest in local software 
engineering programs to bolster the city’s pool of technical 
resources. Specific opportunities include investing in the 
existing downtown UCONN campus, creating an Innovation 
Center, expanding NYU’s nearby Westchester campus or 
bringing a top technical satellite campus (Yale, Caltech, 
Carnegie Mellon or Technion) to the local area.

Part of a diverse community
One of Stamford’s biggest strengths is the diversity of our 
community as well as our neighbors (e.g., Port Chester, 
Bridgeport). Our strong progressive education system, 
variable neighborhoods and mixture of housing resources 
contribute to our diversity. The heterogeneous backgrounds 
of our workforce serve as the catalyst for creating the 
innovation and creativity so important to businesses. 

According to a 2017 WalletHub study that looked at diversity 
factors within 501 cities across the U.S., Stamford ranked 
among the most culturally and economically diverse at #11.

Business-friendly environment
From large corporations to technology startups, companies 
are flocking to Stamford for its diverse and highly educated 
regional workforce. Our city has painstakingly built an 
ecosystem that supports business, includes an abundance  
of incubator spaces and ensures a multitude of capital 
providers. This business-friendly focus led to these recent 
Financial Times ratings:

Along with regional branches, Stamford is home to many 
prominent headquarters, including Charter Communications, 
which plans to build a new 500K SF space adjacent to the 
Stamford Transportation Center. 

What attracts such an impressive list of companies—many 
of which have both a New York and Stamford presence—is 
Stamford’s ease of doing business and low costs. Legg Mason, 
with offices in Times Square, chose Stamford as the place 
for its top developers. NBC Sports and YES Network chose 
Stamford for our media/entertainment services.

9

Your educated workforce and vibrant business community

Relevant professionals by city

Managers
Software
Engineers

Data
Scientists

Total
’000s

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

507

285

221

157

143

106

74

Relevant professionals by city

Managers
Software
Engineers

Data
Scientists

Total
’000s

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

New York City

Washington, DC

Boston

Seattle

San Francisco

Denver

Austin

#2 Most Connected City

#7 Small Cities of the Future

#9 Economic Potential

Just some of your new neighbors:
Bridgewater
Charter  
Communications
Conair
Deloitte
E&Y
Elizabeth Arden

Henkel
Gartner
Harman
Indeed
Legg Mason
Kayak
NBC Sports

Nestle Waters
Pitney Bowes
RBS 
Synchrony  
Financial
United Rentals
YES Network
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10GREATER STAMFORD | TRANSPORTATION HUB

A transportation hub for your highly mobile workforce

Your central transit station
The abundance of transportation options makes the 
Northeast region’s rich pool of talent easily accessible to 
Stamford. The Stamford Transportation Center, which lies 
within your campus, is the most active station after Grand 
Central Terminal and services the busiest commuter rail line 
in America (Metro-North New Haven Line). 

This station houses Amtrak, Metro-North and both local and 
Greyhound bus lines. Amtrak serves key Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic cities, including Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and 
Boston. Metro-North provides commuters access from New 
York, Westchester County, Fairfield County and New Haven 
with through access to points beyond, including New Jersey.

Your accessibility to major highways
Your campus is adjacent to Interstate 95, the East Coast’s 
major freeway. I-95 provides ample access to those 
who would choose to make their homes in the beautiful 
surrounding suburbs or nearby municipalities. The Merritt 
Parkway, parallel to I-95, spans from the New York state line 
into Stratford, CT, and acts as an alternative highway. It is 
located just four miles from downtown Stamford.

OPPORTUNITY: 
Regional Transportation Enhancements
Investments supported by the state’s transportation 
strategy and incentive package will increase Stamford’s 
ability to connect talent from New York City to New Haven 
and beyond.

First, improvements to the existing Metro-North line have a 
goal of reducing transit time to Grand Central and New Haven. 

Second, a new rail link to Penn Station has a goal of 
shortening commute times from Manhattan’s west side and 
parts of the Bronx and Westchester. 

Finally, a high-speed water shuttle could be a unique and 
inexpensive way to decrease commute times to airports and 
ferry terminals in and around the New York metro area.

Autonomous Vehicle zone
In partnership with the State, Stamford is working to create 
the State’s first Autonomous Vehicle zone to allow for testing 
of cars and delivery vehicles within the city’s boundaries.

Your choice of nearby airports
International airports: Stamford is near three major 
international airports (JFK, LaGuardia and Newark), all of 
which offer daily domestic service to D.C., San Francisco  
and Seattle. 

JFK, which ranked fifth in domestic traffic in 2016, services 
more international passengers than any other U.S. airport. 
LaGuardia is presently undergoing an $8 billion renovation 
to increase its service capacity. Together, the two airports 
serviced roughly 90 million passengers in 2016.

Regional/private airports: Stamford is 20 minutes from 
Westchester Airport (HPN), which features flights to Boston, 
Chicago, Atlanta and D.C., among others. Multiple nearby 
private airports, along with Airjet and NetJet services, may 
also be leveraged, in addition to a minutes-away helipad. 

 CONFIDENTIAL
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Your talent-attracting, talent-retaining quality of life

Our campus can help you attract and retain a diverse and 
evolving workforce. It will provide millennials with the walkable 
downtown amenities they expect—while still offering the 
affordable housing options and top schools that families value. 
Our robust downtown with its many waterfront amenities is 
surrounded by some of the nation’s most attractive suburbs, 
offering something for every taste and budget. 

Walkable, bike-friendly campus
Pedestrian walkways: Stamford was named one of  
The Best NYC Commuter Towns for Car-Free Living in 2017  
by Curbed. We’ve invested millions in creating a walkable city 
with plans to expand/link our current walkways, create new 
routes along the river and add pedestrian boulevards. 

Bike lanes: Our city is part of the East Coast Greenway, a 
3,000-mile bike and walking trail that connects 15 states and 
450 cities. Partnering with Zagster and local corporations, 
we have a bike-sharing program for biking to work from 
the train station and other areas of the city. The majority of 
your campus is equipped with marked and designated bike 
lanes. An approved expansion initiative will adapt designated 
streets downtown to include bike lanes and connect them 
to riverfront bike paths, through the parks and to other 
waterfront areas. 

Trolley and bus: Your entire campus is serviced by the 
free Harbor Point Trolley. Through the Innovation District, an 
approved State initiative, the trolley will be autonomous by 
2020. Local bus routes will also be optimized for your campus.

Wide array of housing options
In the region: Fairfield and Westchester counties offer 
diverse housing options within 30 minutes of your campus—
from luxury homes on the water, to properties in the woods 
of Darien, New Canaan and Greenwich, to apartment living in 
White Plains, New Rochelle, Norwalk and Westport. With easy 
train access to your campus, commuting from New York City 
is also an attractive and viable option.

In Stamford: More than 5,000 units of multifamily housing 
have been developed in our city since 2002, with a robust 
pipeline of nearly 4,000 units either under construction or 
approved. Apartment offerings include historic converted 
lofts to high-rise waterfront towers to micro apartments, 
providing options for every demographic and price point. 
Our city is also home to a wide range of single-family  
homes, stretching from the South End’s waterfront to  
wooded subdivisions.

Exceptional school systems
In the region: Fairfield and Westchester are two of the most-
educated counties in the country. 

• In Westchester County, 47% of residents age 25+ have a
bachelor’s degree or higher—the most of any U.S. county.

• Three of the nation’s top 16 public school districts are within 
12 miles of Stamford (New Canaan, Rye and Westport).

• Private school options are abundant—with over 125 private
schools in Fairfield County alone.

• Seven out of the top ten school districts in the state are
located in Fairfield County.

In Stamford: Our public schools consistently rank among 
the best in the state. Recently, the city incorporated more  
STEM programs into the core curriculum to help better prepare 
students for the changing world around them, including the 
desire to cultivate more technical talent for local businesses.

Safe city, healthy communities
Stamford is the safest city in Connecticut, receiving an 
A- rating from AreaVibes. Our violent crime rate of 220 per
100,000 people is far below the national average of 373.

You also have access to some of the country’s best hospitals, 
including Yale New Haven, Mt. Sinai, Greenwich, New 
York-Presbyterian, Hospital for Special Surgery and Sloan 
Kettering. Downtown’s Stamford Hospital also recently 
underwent a $450 million renovation.

 CONFIDENTIAL
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Coastal recreation in abundance
Stamford boasts miles of beautiful coastline, inlets and 
coves along Long Island Sound. Dotted with beaches, parks 
and marinas, the water is a major draw for families. Water 
activities include boating, fishing, swimming, kayaking and 
paddleboarding. Over 15 marina, boat and yacht clubs are 
tucked away in the numerous coves and inlets along the 
Stamford coastline, offering hundreds of seasonal and year-
round boat slips and access to waterfront dining. In Harbor 
Point, residents enjoy summer programming, including yoga 
on the boardwalk, movies in the park and much more. Finally, 
Chelsea Piers Stamford is one of the most well-known sports 
complexes in the country—with swimming, baseball, hockey, 
squash, gymnastics, waterslides and more.

Vibrant downtown
Moving inland, downtown Stamford is a vibrant, clean and 
inviting city with year-round activities. Boasting over 90 
restaurants in the central downtown area alone, cuisines 
range from Italian, Mexican, French and Spanish to Indian, 
Jamaican, Peruvian, Thai, Korean, Vietnamese and vegan. 
From steak houses to food trucks, from rooftop to waterfront 
dining, there is something for every palate and every budget. 

Seasonal events include the Alive@5 outdoor concert series 
featuring national headlining acts; the annual Stamford 
Downtown Thanksgiving Parade; Arts & Crafts on Bedford 
Street; and outdoor activities at the Mill River Park, including 

fitness classes, education classes, a playground, a carousel 
and a splash park that converts to a skating rink in the 
wintertime. Year-round, residents can enjoy multiple 
art galleries, the Stamford Symphony Orchestra and the 
Stamford Museum and Nature Center, which includes a full 
working farm and observatory, as well as bountiful shopping, 
movies, nightlife and more.

Outdoor activities galore
Only a few miles north from downtown, you are greeted with 
rolling hills, lakes and ponds, and spacious wooded property 
lots. This marks the beginning of a wooded wilderness that 
expands over the border into nearby Westchester County, 
offering miles of trails for riding, hiking, mountain biking and 
exploring. These woods are home to numerous activities for 
those who enjoy the outdoors—festivals, concerts and runs. 
For golf lovers, more than 60 private and public golf courses 
can be found within a 15-mile radius of downtown Stamford, 
including the prestigious Rockrimmon Country Club, host to 
the 2017 U.S. Open Sectional Qualifier.

New York City in your backyard
Families looking for a weekend getaway can take advantage 
of the central location of Stamford and its network of 
highways and rail services to experience the cultural 
amenities of New York City (30 miles), Providence (140 miles), 
Boston (175 miles) or Philadelphia (130 miles), or venture 
north to the numerous ski resorts throughout New England.
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Welcome to Amazon’s riverfront HQ2, bridging the banks of the beautiful Connecticut River. Greater Hartford, 
named by the Brookings Institution as one of only 19 “Knowledge Capitals” worldwide, offers a larger labor force than 
many other metro areas, one of the highest academic concentrations in the nation, and a cost of living 15%-50% 
below other Northeast cities. Surrounding our capital hub is an eclectic blend of urban neighborhoods, charming 
New England suburbs and small towns.

From your campus at the heart of this beautiful and vibrant region, you can join us in reinventing what was once 
America’s most prosperous city—where 19th century industrialists revolutionized manufacturing and where 
America’s insurance industry revolutionized risk. 

Here in Hartford we’re “trying to do hard things well”—facing longstanding fiscal challenges head-on and boldly.  
As we stretch toward our new vision of inclusive growth in one of America’s most diverse cities, we invite you to 
reinvent with us. 

GREATER HARTFORD | SITE OVERVIEW

Greater Hartford: Be Part of Our Reinvention
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Move-in ready on the river
Welcome home to the Amazon River Plaza—a 560,000 
square foot Class A office building in two beautiful towers 
connected by an atrium, overlooking the “National Blueway” 
Connecticut River and served by structured parking.

Owned and occupied by the State of Connecticut, these 
buildings were re-opened in 2017 after a three-year, multi-
million-dollar refurbishment. The State is prepared to make 
them available to Amazon for Phase I of HQ2.

We’re already thinking big—with detailed plans in place  
to relocate a highway interchange and deck over riverside 
drive lanes. In doing so, we’ll reclaim New England’s longest 
stone arch bridge as a grand boulevard that celebrates 
cyclists, pedestrians, premiere public transit service, and the 
community—evocative of the great European cities that 
embrace their rivers as vital sources of connection. 

Help us reinvent a  
green, urban campus

Development Year Existing/ Site Info Zoning
Phase Potential SF

1 CT River Plaza 2019 695,000 Office space 100% State-owned asset (560K) + amenity  
space (135K) owned by one committed/experienced developer. As-of-right

2 Between the 2020- 8 million No site assembly required. Owned by small number of As-of-right 
Bridges 2027 committed and experienced developers.

3 Rolling on 2027+ Additional Largely vacant/underdeveloped land available if your needs As-of-right
the River acreage increase; also provides additional flexibility  
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View toward Bulkeley Bridge and East Hartford

http://ctisprime.com/hartford/hartford-data/
http://ctisprime.com/hartford/hartford-data/


Reinventing green in an urban context
As you’ve seen, your Phase 1 site in Greater Hartford is 
move-in ready in recently remodeled Class A space. But we 
can offer so much more than attractive buildings. Greater 
Hartford already has the tools in place to partner with 
Amazon as we reinvent what “green” can mean  
in an urban context—from energy districts and net-zero 
buildings to people-movers. Plus Greater Hartford has the  
#1 land remediation program in the nation and an award-
winning zoning code that favors multi-story, mixed- 
use sustainable development. 

Your own nearby playground
We’ll also retrofit a 200,000 square foot office building near 
your new home to provide whatever amenities Amazon 
desires—from indoor rock climbing to daycare, cafes, gyms 
and nearby dog parks. And all around, there’s even more to do.

Linked to your HQ2 will be the 
Community Boathouse, offering 
all kinds of riverfront activities. 
Along the river, you can run the 
loop through our park system. 
And soon, you’ll even be able to 
cross the river by zipline! 

After work, catch a show at 
Hartford Stage, Theaterworks 
or the Bushnell, watch UCONN 
basketball or head to our award-
winning minor league ballpark.  

A short bike or Uber ride will take 
you to West Hartford’s vibrant 
BlueBack Square for drinks and 
dinner. A 15-minute busway ride 
will take you to the New Britain 
Museum of American Art, and 45 
minutes by train will take you to 
New Haven and Yale University.  

Go with the (work)flow at Amazon River Plaza

GREATER HARTFORD | UNIQUE CAMPUS  CONFIDENTIAL 17
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The workforce you need now and into the future
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How we’ll meet your immediate needs 
Greater Hartford offers a hub of highly educated, highly 
innovative workers—attracted by both our high-growth tech 
startups as well as our Fortune 100 institutional employers.  

Thanks to these companies—and the expansive labor  
force that makes up Greater Hartford and the surrounding 
areas—our region boasts a significant population of  
well-trained financial services professionals, engineers and 
technology experts.

# of Workers Per Field CT MA* 

Business, Management 116,730 36,750 

Engineering 33,150 8,120 

Computer Sciences/Math 49,220 11,340 

Legal 13,600 2,500 

Business/Financial 92,470 26,760 

Administration 262,860 90,720

* MA reflects the Springfield and Worcester areas, both 
easily accessible from Hartford.

How we’ll meet your ongoing needs
Our local public and private colleges and universities are well-
equipped to deliver the talent pool Amazon is going to need.
For example:

• Trinity College offers a combined liberal arts/engineering 
program at its downtown location.

• Goodwin College, on the East Hartford side of the river,
has grown its manufacturing and technology offerings 
dramatically to cater to this cornerstone of our economy.

• UCONN recently opened a downtown Hartford campus,
just minutes from the new Amazon HQ2.

Thanks to CT’s public-private partnership facilitating 
downtown revival, thousands of new residents, students and 
faculty are finding a home in greater Hartford. And all our 
educational institutions are preparing thousands for careers 
in in-demand fields.

Fields Graduates (2013-2016) 

Business, Management , Marketing 42,737

Computer and Information Science 6,270 

Engineering 15,269

Legal Professions and Studies 5,232 

Mathematics and Statistics 3,613 

*Includes institutions within 50 miles of Hartford.

http://www.trincoll.edu/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.goodwin.edu
http://uconn.edu
http://ctisprime.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Workforce-Metrics-Report-for-4-Regions.xlsx


At the intersection of 
major highways
Amazon’s Greater Hartford HQ2 sits  
at the intersection of two major 
highways: I-91 heading North-South and 
I-84 going East-West. Access to the site
is easy from either route. We’d love to
work with Amazon to shape the plans
for converting I-84/Bulkeley Bridge into
a grand boulevard.

Expanding rail routes
With the launch of the Hartford Line  
in June 2018, The Knowledge Corridor 
is served by daily commuter rail service 
connecting New Haven, Hartford 
and Springfield—with synchronized 
connections to New York City. And 
Union Station is within walking distance 
from the Amazon HQ2 campus. 

Well-utilized Bus Rapid Transit system
Connecticut offers a well-utilized bus rapid transit system 
known as CTfastrak. It moves 10,000+ riders daily and 
is readily expandable and customizable to meet future 
demand. Recently, a route to the UCONN campus in Storrs 
was added and a Bradley Airport route is under construction.

Easy access to an international airport
Just 20 minutes from Amazon’s new headquarters is 
Bradley International Airport—one of the Northeast’s most 
manageable airports. From here, you can catch frequent, 
affordable connections to Seattle, San Francisco, Chicago 
and Washington D.C.—just to name a few. There are also 
hassle-free flights out of Bradley to London, Luxembourg 

and many other European hubs—including direct flights 
to Dublin and Edinburgh. And just 2.5 miles from your 
headquarters is Brainard Airport, which accommodates 
small aircraft and helicopters.  

Walkable, bike-friendly neighborhoods
Hartford is dedicated to promoting multi-modal transit, and 
we’re putting bike and pedestrian needs and a commitment 
to Complete Streets at the forefront of our planning. In 
addition to rail and bus, the Amazon HQ2 campus will be 
directly linked to the national East-Coast Greenway project—
connecting the campus to suburbs around the region by 
scenic bike trails. 

We’re also proud to boast one of the first free bicycle 
roadside assistance programs in the nation.

Easy connections across town and around the world

I-84 Relocation

Decking over I-91

To New Britain

CTrail/Amtrak/
Future NEC HSR 

New Multi-modal 
Transit Center

30 Mins

To Spring�eldTo Bradley 
International Airport

2018 CTfastrak 

PROPOSED AMAZON
HQ2 CAMPUS

 CTfastrak 

20 Mins

5 Mins

To Bradley 
International Airport

To East Hartford
and  UConn/Storrs

To Hartford 
Brainard Airport

East Hartford

Hartford

Connecticut River

Downtown
Hartford

I-84

I-84

I-91

I-91
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38 towns/cities, one cohesive ecosystem
At just 18 square miles, the City of Hartford is smaller than 
a single neighborhood in some sprawling cities. But the 
Greater Hartford region encompasses 38 small towns and 
cities that work as one cohesive regional ecosystem. 

For example, next-door West Hartford earned the #15 
spot on Money Magazine’s ranking of the “Best Places 
to Live” in the entire US. And Family Circle Magazine and 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine rate West Hartford as 
top 10 in the nation for raising a family.

But West Hartford is just one of dozens of great 
communities within easy biking distance to HQ2—each 
with their own special character and unique history. 

So whether you are drawn to downtown living, the colonial 
charm of Wethersfield, the urban-suburban vibe of West 
Hartford, the country feel of the Farmington Valley, the 
many communities “East of the River,” or the bustle of 
nearby New Britain, it will all be easily accessible from your 
new HQ2. 

Living options: reverse sticker shock
Living options in Greater Hartford are both diverse and 
affordable—with local real estate costs a fraction of those in 
nearby New York and Boston.

Greater Hartford has something to suit every taste. Living 
choices range from a luxury high-rise with a river view to 
a single family home in a nearby town where agriculture 
remains integral to the local economy.

For downtown dwellers, investments by the Capital Region 
Development Authority (CRDA) have spurred a dynamic 
revival in downtown rental housing—converting formerly 
vacant commercial buildings into luxury rentals attracting 
residents of every age. In fact, available apartments have 
increased 1,115% in the last 15 years.

There is significant infill development opportunity available 
to ensure that the rental market near HQ2 can keep up with 
the demand that Amazon would bring— and CRDA stands 
ready to partner. 

A vibrant, inclusive community

Median sale price of single-family 
home in Greater Hartford$231,700
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Inclusivity: the flavor of Greater Hartford
The Hartford region has a cultural richness that rivals 
cities many times our size— with the food, music, art and 
dance that go with it. Whether you want to feel at home 
or experience something new, you’ll find it in the diversity 
of Greater Hartford – from New Britain’s “Little Poland,” to 
South Hartford’s Italian traditions, to our strong West Indian, 
African American and Latino communities and our large and 
vibrant LGBTQ community. 

Fun: four seasons of distinctive 
experiences
In Greater Hartford, you’re never far from things to do—
every season of the year. 

Enjoy arts and culture? Greater Hartford is internationally 
acclaimed for its producing theatre, arts museums (including 
the Wadsworth Atheneum, the oldest art museum in the 
country) and musical heritage.

See Hartford Symphony perform downtown or head  
out to Talcott Mountain for their summer performances.  
Catch the Northeast’s largest free Jazz Festival in Bushnell 
Park. Watch Tony-award-winning theater at The Hartford 
Stage and Theaterworks, or see Broadway shows at  
The Bushnell. 

Like sports? Watch golf greats in the Travelers 
Championship. Support Team USA at East Hartford’s Pratt 
& Whitney Stadium. See the UCONN Women’s Basketball 
team win (again) at the XL Center. Go ice skating for free in 
Bushnell Park or head out to watch a Yard Goats AA baseball 
game at Dunkin’ Donuts Park—recently named the nation’s 
#1 new baseball stadium by Baseball Digest.

We’re also working hard to bring professional soccer to 
Dillon Stadium in historic Coltsville, home of America’s 
newest National Historical Park. 

Any day of the week, make a pilgrimage to the house where 
Mark Twain wrote Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, or 
stop in for a brew at one of many craft beer pubs. 

Want to venture a little farther? In less than an hour, you 
could be sitting on the beach, sailing on the Sound, fishing 
the Farmington River, or hiking in the Berkshires.
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CATHERINE SMITH

Commissioner, 
Connecticut Department of Economic 
& Community Development
T: 860.500.2310   C: 860.801.4254 
catherine.smith@ct.gov

Any questions, please contact:

location

education

lifestyle

innovation

support

Please refer to the supporting website  
CTisPrime.com for additional details:  
data, videos, interactive maps and materials.

http://ctisprime.com
mailto:Catherine.smith@ct.gov



